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Written statement of a key decision 

Cabinet 

 

Title Support for Ukraine 

Decision maker Cabinet 

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details 
of the cabinet members, can be found here: 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251 

Date of decision 27 October 2022 

Report exemption class Open 

Reason for being a key 
decision 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council 
incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or 
function concerned.  A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as 
significant. 
 
This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant having 
regard to: the strategic nature of the decision; and / or whether the 
outcome will have an impact, for better or worse, on the amenity of 
the community or quality of service provided by the authority to a 
significant number of people living or working in the locality (two or 
more wards) affected. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

General exception or special 
urgency (as defined in the 
constitution)  

No 

Purpose To seek approval for the spend plan which details how funding 
from the Government for the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship 
Scheme will be spent.  
 
The Government is providing funding at a rate of £10,500 per 
person to councils to enable them to provide support to families to 
rebuild their lives and fully integrate into communities. This funding 
is paid to the council as a section 31 grant as set out in the Local 
Government Act 2003 and is un-ring-fenced. 
 
The Homes for Ukraine scheme was launched on 14 March 2022 
by the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251


 

Communities. The scheme allows individuals to sponsor named 
people from Ukraine. The number of people who can access this 
scheme is uncapped and is dependent on the capacity of the 
sponsors who come forward. Guests will be able to live and work in 
the UK for up to 3 years and have access to benefits, healthcare, 
employment, and other support.  
 
The government is providing additional, separate funding to 
councils to provide education services for children from families if 
they have arrived through the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

Decision That: 

a) The planned support for Ukraine and associated 
spending as set out in the report and Appendix A is 
approved.  

b) That authority is delegated to the Corporate Director for 
Community Wellbeing to take all operational and 
budgetary decisions in relation to their proposals and 
the implementation, including the use of contingency 
sums and budget variations within the overall approved 
budget. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50042774 

 

Options considered 1. Not to provide or commission a range of support for 
Ukrainian people, utilising the government funding 
available. This option is not recommended; participation in 
the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme is mandatory 
for all councils across England. Both the Homes for Ukraine 
grant funding and the related education funding come with 
grant determinations that state how they should be used. 
The spending plan outlined in this decision reflects 
government guidance and has been developed in 
consultation with council teams and wider stakeholders.  

2. To develop and provide a different range of support 
services for Ukrainian people, with less emphasis on 
community and voluntary groups and the community grant 
scheme. This option is not recommended as the proposals 
have been the subject of general engagement and support 
within the council and with external stakeholders. The 
proposed approach will enable the council to make the best 
use of the funding available for the benefit of guests and 
sponsors, enabling them to resettle into Herefordshire and 
sustain the sponsorship arrangements for as long as 
possible.  

Declarations of interest (see 
▪ below) 

 

Call-in expiry date (decisions 2 November 2022 

https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50042774


 

are not subject to call-in 
where special urgency 
provisions apply) 

  

Councillor: ………………………………………………... 

Deputy Leader of the Council (Councillor Liz 
Harvey) 

Date 27 October 2022 

 

▪ a record of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the 
member which relates to the decision; 

and  

▪ in respect of any declared conflict of interest, a note of dispensation granted. 


